
 
 

July 7, 2022 Board Meeting  
4:00 p.m. at Porsche Asheville 

 
In Attendance: Board Members Jim Moore, Don Therien, John Goetzman, Jim Symington, 
and Dave White. Also attending were David Butler, Dan Dazzo, Bill Price, Don Grainger, 
Charlie Hickey, Peter Graham, Gene Carter, Don Lowcavage, Joe Esposito, Bob Disney, and 
Dick Maybach 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Region President Jim Moore at 3:58 pm. 
 
Board Reports 
 
I. President – Roll Call & Introductions: Don Therien introduced the new Porsche 

Asheville General Manager, Rhett Blanchard. Members introduced themselves – 
indicating their role in the Club and the Porsche(s) they own. Rhett then shared an 
overview of his background in the auto industry and his short-term focus and plans for 
Porsche Asheville. 

 
II. Secretary – Minutes Approval: Dave White asked for a motion to approve the June 

board minutes. (Motion: John Goetzman; Second: Jim Moore). Unanimously approved. 
 
III. Treasurer – June Financial Report: Jim Symington presented an overview of the June 

financials. 
 

a. Income 
• PCA National $1,364.00 
• Sponsor – I.R. Auto Solutions $500.00 
• New Member Subsidy – Picnic $500.00 
• Drive & Dine Tour Income $600.00 
• PayPal Fees -$23.89 

 Total Income $2,940.11 
 

b. Expenses 
• New Member Picnic $1,114.61 
• Luft Wasser Charity Contribution $5,505.00 
• Drive and Dine Tours $2,199.70 
• Luft Wasser (Refund from City of Brevard) -$500.00 

 Total Expenses $8,319.31 
 

c. Current Assets 
• First Citizens Bank $28,675.37 
• Home Trust Bank $1,432.00 
• PayPal $576.11 
Total Current Assets $30,683.48 



Don Therien will contact Home Trust Bank and ask them send a check in the amount of 
$1,432 to the Appalachian Region (to be deposited in the First Citizens Bank account). 

 
IV. Past President – Porsche Asheville Update Report: (See Roll Call and Introductions 

above.) 
 
Committee Reports 
 

I. Appalachian Adventure – Bill Price provided a brief update on the status of 
Appalachian Adventure planning. Bill indicated that planning for the event is in great 
shape with most event details already nailed down. There are no significant changes 
to the budget. 

 
Jim Moore reminded the group that a 10% Goodie Store discount is typically offered 
during Appalachian Adventure registration and asked for a motion to offer the 
discount for the 2022 event. (Motion: Don Therien; Second: John Goetzman). 
Unanimously approved. Charlie Hickey will contact Kathy Boehm to ensure that 
orders can be delivered before Appalachian Adventure. 

 
II. Quarterly Updates 

 
• Event Participation – Dave White gave an update on 2022 event participation 

The original goal set by the Region for 2022 was a 35% participation rate. 
 

Participation has been tracked in 42 activities held January-June 2022. Overall, 
the Region had an unduplicated count of 292 individuals participate in events 
held during this timeframe (this excludes non-Region members who participated 
in Luft Wasser and the Griot’s tech event). Of the 292, 250 are verified 
Appalachian Region members. The remaining 42 are unaffiliated spouses and 
children of members or PCA members who are in other regions - but who either 
have a second home here or regularly visit the Asheville area and participate in 
our events. 

 
• Total participation: Duplicated (1,002); Unduplicated (250); Participation rate: 

41.8% (250/598). 
 

• Membership – Don Lowcavage provided a membership update.  
 

• Number of new members for Q2: 17 
• Number of transfers:  13 
• Total new members: 30 

 
• Number of lapsed members: 23 
• Number of late and delete renewals: 9 

 
• Total Region membership (end of Q2): 598 

 
There was some discussion on how lapsed memberships and late/delete 
renewals effect and maintain a state of fluidity within the Region’s total 
membership count. There was also a brief discussion on the occasional double 



counting of members - specifically when a member is reported as both a new 
member and transfer on the same report. It was agreed that we would continue to 
use monthly reports from PCA as the basis for our total membership count. 

 
• Website – Dick Maybach gave a brief website update. Traffic for June was down 

- as was expected – since May is a big month for the website due to Luft Wasser. 
Dick also informed the group that the Region did not place in the annual PCA 
website competition. Judging guidelines and criticisms of the judges were 
discussed including the lack of a PDF newsletter, the complexity of the main 
webpage, and the Region’s closed Facebook page. The consensus was that the 
judges’ criticisms were unfounded. Dick noted that the website will be updated to 
include fewer sponsor logos per page (replaced by a dedicated sponsor page) in 
addition to new background images which will make text easier to read. 

 
• Social Media – Bill Price provided an update on Facebook statistics. Total 

membership in the Region’s Facebook page increased 19% from January to June 
(244 to 290). Fifty-seven new member requests were made from January 1 to 
June 30. Fourteen requests were declined. Members generated 306 posts (149 
January 1 to March 31 and 157 from April 1 to June 30). Seventy percent of the 
Region’s Facebook members are over the age of 55. 

 
• New Member Picnic – Gene Carter presented a follow-up report for the New 

Member Picnic. A post-event survey was sent to all participants and 70% 
responded. Overall, the responses were very positive: 

 
92% said the picnic was a ‘Very Well Organized’ event. 
87% liked the online food sign-up. 
95% rated concours parking as ‘Excellent’. 
87% liked the (changed) 2022 fried chicken vendor (Publix) 
92% liked the assigned table seating. 

 
There were 23 no-shows and last-minute cancellations which resulted in a 
shortage of appetizers and fewer side dishes. Picnic set-up, administration, and 
take-down required a total of 28 volunteers. Overall expenses incurred for the 
picnic were $1,802.  
 
Carole and Gene listed the following summary comments and recommendations:  
 

• The picnic is a very labor-intensive event. 
• There were a significant number of no-shows and cancellations. 
• A different venue is recommended for 2023. 
• Mills River Brewery has been contacted and is a possible option for 2023. 

This venue offers: 
o Picnic tables under trees. 
o Grass show field – would use self-parking. 
o Onsite food truck can provide a catered lunch (burger / chicken 

sandwich buffet bar with sides, soft drinks, and dessert for $22-23 
per person). 

o The brewery is a nice venue with beer available. 



o Possibly schedule at 11 am on a Saturday (ahead of the brewery’s 
busy time) 

• Could charge a $10 registration fee (to reduce no-shows) with the Club 
covering $12-13 per person). Club expenses would be $1,664 (a bit less 
than 2022). 

• Far less volunteer help would be required. 
 
The group thanked Carole and Gene and expressed appreciation for their great 
work on the picnic. 

 
III. Tours – John Goetzman reported on upcoming tours.  

 
• Go West Drive & Dine – July 9 – This tour will begin at the Jackson County 

Recreation Center on Cullowee Mountain Road and travel up Tilley Creek and 
Elijay into Franklin where the group will stop for lunch at the Haywood Smoke 
House. Following lunch, the tour will follow Burningtown Road and Route 28, 
ending in Bryson City. 

 
• Driving Tour to South Creek Vineyards – August 6 – This drive will start in 

Black Mountain and wind up the NC-9 Scenic Byway as the tour makes its way to 
the South Creek Vineyards in Nebo, NC.  There are six slots open for this drive. 

 
Region member Richard Little has been working on a three-day event that would 
include a drive (via the Blue Ridge Parkway) to Roanoke, Virginia. Twenty-two rooms 
have been reserved at the Liberty Trust Hotel (a former bank) in Roanoke. The event 
would also include lunch at the Mountain Lake Lodge (one of the filming sites for the 
movie Dirty Dancing). This event has tentatively been scheduled for the last week in 
October. It is estimated that the Parkway drive would take a minimum of eight hours. 
John asked the group for feedback on this event. The consensus of the group was 
that most would not participate because of the length of the drive. 

 
IV. Oktoberfest – Jim Moore outlined tentative plans for a fall fundraising event for 

Manna Foodbank. Event planning has gone through several iterations. The current 
plan includes three tours – beginning in Asheville, Hendersonville, and Waynesville. 
The tours would end at The Grand Old Station in Lake Toxaway for an outdoor 
Biergarten and BBQ. A gimmick rally could possibly be incorporated into the tours. 
Matching funds are available through K&M Collision and Hagerty. Participants would 
be charged $25 (with additional donations encouraged – similar to Luft Wasser). The 
Club could solicit door prizes – which would include a ceramic coating from K&M 
Collision. The tentative date for the event is Saturday, October 15. The consensus of 
the group was that event planning should proceed.  

 
 
Dates to Note 

• July 9:  Go West Drive & Dine 
• July 13:  Black Mountain Perks 
• July 16:  Breakfast Ramble at Zookeeper Bistro 
• Friday, July 15 Event Registration 

o Appalachian Adventure 
o British Car Club Show in September 



• July 17:  Wilderness Trail Autocross 
• July 20:  Social Mixer at Mills River Brewing  
• July 27:  Porsches to Peaks  
• July 30:  App Cafe 
• Thursday, August 4, 2022 Board Meeting at 4:00 p.m.  

 
 
Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 5:07 pm. 
 
Submitted by 
Dave White 
Secretary, Appalachian Region 


