
Drive – The half snake
Route length: 112 miles – 2:40h with 3 stops for a total of 50 minutes +
1:15h for lunch)
Start Point: BP Gas Station on Exit 69 – Hwy I-81 (1309 TN-394, Blountville,
TN 37617)

The Snake (US-421) is said to have "489 curves, 3 mountains and 1 valley packed into 33 
miles". It is considered by many, better than the famous Tail of the Dragon and it is 
ranked #4 among 68 driving routes in Tennessee (according to the 
“motorcycleroads.com”). There are 6 different routes’ combination that we can make 
driving through The Snake and backroads without making it too repetitive. That means 
we will drive through The Snake more than once this year. The ride goes through the 
Cherokee National Forest with some great views as you ascend over the mountain ridge 
on some of the best twists in the area. The climb over the second ridge is as good as the 
first with more twisting/turning roads that will leave you exhilarated.

On this drive, start on I-81 Exit 69 and drive through Bristol Motor Speedway towards to 
US-421 (The Snake). Stop at the Shady Valley Country Store, and then drive to the 
Backbone Rock. After a quick stop there, drive back towards to the Country Store and turn
left towards to Mountain City via US-421 / The Snake again. Turn right on Hwy 67 towards
the Captain’s table restaurant for lunch. After lunch, cruise back to Bristol via US-19E.

Route details:
1) BP Gas Station on Exit 69 – Hwy I-81 (1309 TN-394, Blountville, TN 37617)

Leaving BP gas station, turn left to take the TN-394 E. Pass under the US-19 E 
continue onto TN-394 E. You will see the Bristol Motor Speedway parking and 
campgrounds on the left while driving through the TN-394 E towards to US-421 S. 

Turn right on US-421 S; 4.5 miles later the two lanes merges into one.

The initial smooth curves after the Holston Lake bridge will prepare you to the 
more intense/insane corners starting 4 miles after the bridge. If you are feeling 
dizzy or want to go slower, there are a number of pull-offs to allow faster traffic to 
pass.

We will be driving 40 Minutes / 38 Miles from BP until we reach our first stop.

2) 9:20am – Our 1st stop at Shady Valley Country Store (110 TN-133, Shady Valley, TN 
37688)

That’s also a good opportunity for bathroom, drink some water and take some 
photos. There is also a gas pump in case you are on an emergency. Otherwise, 
there is a Exxon and a BP in 30 miles on our route.



Leave towards Backbone Rock Campground. That’s on TN-133 to the right of the 
Store (if you are leaving the store and looking to the road in front of you). The drive
is only 10 miles, with not many twists but long and fun stretches. After passing 
some houses, it is pedal to the metal!

3) 10:00am - Backbone Rock Campground (10585-10711 TN-133, Shady Valley, TN 
37688)

After the 10 miles of fun driving on those long stretches, you can stop at the 
Backbone Rock Tunnel. Once used as a railroad line for Beaver Dam Railroad, it is 
now a tourist attraction in Cherokee National Forest, and it was nicknamed as "the 
shortest tunnel in the world." 

Between the pullover area near the tunnel and the Campground parking lot, there 
are plenty of spaces to park and do a safe U-turn. The tunnel also makes a good 
photo opportunity.

Leave towards Shady Valley Country Store again (and enjoy another 10 miles of 
long stretches). At the Country Store’s intersection, turn left to hit The Snake again 
(spoiler alert: more fun corners ahead). That’s the best part of The Snake, between
Shady Valley and Mountain City.

Drive 21 miles / 35 minutes on this route

If you think that you had enough, that’s a good opportunity to drive the US-421 back to Bristol.
If you want to join everyone for lunch but doesn’t want to go through more intense twists, do not 
turn left to US-421 S at the Country Store, instead, continue straight to TN-91 and then left on Cross 
Mountain Rd towards Hwy 67 to meet us at the restaurant for lunch.

4) Rite Aid Mountain City (103 N Shady St, Mountain City, TN 37683)
There is an Exxon gas station across the street and a BP .8 mile ahead.

Leaving Rite Aid parking lot, turn right on Hwy 67 towards Hampton. Drive 30 
minutes / 23 miles.

If you think that you had enough now, that’s a good opportunity to drive the US-421 back to Bristol 
(shortest route) or if you don’t want to go through the twists again and you don’t want to have lunch 
with us, follow us through the Hwy 67 towards Hampton and then Elizabethton while we will stop at 
the restaurant for lunch.

5) Captain’s Table Restaurant (Captain's Table, 2340 US-321, Hampton, TN 37658)

For reference, the drive from the restaurant to back where we started in the 
morning is 40 minutes / 28 miles.

6) BP Gas Station on Exit 69 – Hwy I-81



Google Map: https://goo.gl/maps/avrqfDjptm6V3RvE9

https://goo.gl/maps/avrqfDjptm6V3RvE9

