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Appalachian Adventure Unguided Tour #2 
(143 mi, minimum 3.5 hrs. driving time)  

This is a long but truly spectacular route.  We highly recommend that you find the 4 to 5 hours to do 
this route.  It begins at Fontana Village and you will drive to the beginning of the Cherohala Skyway 
just north of Robbinsville.  Along the 43-mile Cherohala Skyway there will be two public restrooms (At 
Stratton Ridge and Turkey Creek overlooks) as well as many scenic viewpoints before reaching an 
optional stop, Bald River Falls.  Bald River Falls is a beautiful 100 ft. falls on the Tellico River that can 
be viewed directly from a paved road.  Another rest stop at Tellico Plains and the Cherohala Visitor 
Center can be made to stretch the legs and obtain food.  A third stop is optional as well at Fort 
Loudoun, which has an interesting rebuilt colonial fort with a visitor center.  From there you will head 
east toward the “Dragon” and end the route back at Fontana Village. 
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The Cherohala Skyway twists and winds up over 5,400 ft. Mountains for 18 miles in North Carolina and then 
descends another 23 miles into the deeply forested backcountry of Tennessee. The road crosses through the 
Cherokee and Nantahala National Forests thus the name “Chero hala”. The Skyway is becoming well known for  
long, sweeping corners, scenic views and cool summer breezes.  Planning for the Cherohala Skyway began in 
1958 and the road was completed on October 12, 1996 at a final cost of one hundred million dollars. The 
Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center, in Tellico Plains at the start of Hwy 165, provides friendly information, free 
maps, Skyway driving conditions, picnic tables, restrooms, books, and local souvenirs. Public rest rooms are also 
at Stratton Ridge and Turkey Creek overlooks.   

The Bald River is a major tributary of Tellico River. Just before it empties into the Tellico River, Bald River 
runs over a large waterfall, Bald River Falls, reported to be from 80-100 ft. tall. The falls are easily visible from a 
bridge across the river, on the scenic Tellico River Road (FS210), at about 6 miles from its start off the Cherohala 
Skyway. The falls are considered to be the most impressive and scenic waterfall in East Tennessee. The Bald 
River is short and powerful, flowing through a steep densely wooded valley and replenished by the area's rains. At 
the falls, the waters plummet over huge grey rocks, into a round pool at the base, popular for swimming. 
STOPPING HERE IS AN OPTION that would add approximately 30 min to the tour. 

Fort Loudoun State Historic Park is 1,200-acres and is one of the earliest British fortifications on the 
western frontier, built in 1756. The fort was reconstructed during the Great Depression and was designated a 
National Historic Landmark in 1965.  During the French and Indian War (1754-1763) the British Colony of South 
Carolina felt threatened by French activities in the Mississippi Valley. To counter this threat, the Colony sent the 
Independent Company of South Carolina to construct and garrison what became Fort Loudoun. This move helped 
to ally the Overhill Cherokee Nation in the fight against the French and guaranteed the trade would continue 
between the Cherokee and South Carolina.  In the course of the fort’s four-year existence, relations between 
South Carolina and the Cherokee Nation broke down. In August 1760, the Cherokee captured Fort Loudoun and 
its garrison. After the surrender in 1760, Fort Loudoun was never used again for any military purpose. It is thought 
the Cherokees destroyed the fort sometime shortly after the English marched away.  Nature reclaimed the site 
and there was no public recognition of the fort until 1917. In November of that year the Colonial Dames of 
America placed a commemorative marker at the Fort Loudoun site. In 1933, the Tennessee General Assembly 
purchased the site of Fort Loudoun and created the Fort Loudoun Association to manage it. The Fort Loudoun 
Association ran the site for nearly 45 years until it became a Tennessee State Park in 1977.  Today, the 
reconstructed fort and the ruins of the 1794 Tellico Blockhouse overlook TVA’s Tellico Reservoir and the 
Appalachian Mountains.  STOPPING HERE ALSO IS AN OPTION. 

The 11-mile stretch of The Dragon in Tennessee is said to have 318 curves. Some of the Dragon's sharpest 
curves have names like Copperhead Corner, Hog Pen Bend, Wheelie Hell, Shade Tree Corner, Mud Corner, 
Sunset Corner, Gravity Cavity, Beginner's End, and Brake or Bust Bend.  The road earned its name from its 
curves being said to resemble a dragon's tail.  (Information taken from tntstateparks.com, Tellico-plains.com and 
Wikipedia) 
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Total	
miles	 Turn		 Directions	

	Leg	
Miles	

0.0	 ↑ Head north on Fontana Rd toward NC-28 S 0.2	
0.2	 ↰ Turn left onto NC-28 N 8.9	
9.1	 ↰ Turn left onto US-129 S 16.4	

	
25.5	 ↱ Turn right onto NC-143 W 3.4	
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28.9	 ↱ Turn right to stay on NC-143 W 24.6	

	
53.5	 ↑ Continue onto TN-165 W (NC/TN state line) 15.0	

68.5	 ↑ 
Indian Boundary Rd (No sign-Optional left turn for Bald River 
Falls) 8.2	
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You	can	bypass	Bald	River	Falls	if	you	do	not	wish	to	add	extra	time/miles	to	the	route.		However,	
if	you	decide	to	travel	to	the	falls	the	total	mileage	along	the	route	is	not	adjusted	for	this	side	trip.			
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Total	
miles	 Turn		 Directions	

	Leg	
Miles	

76.6	 ↰ Turn left onto Old State Hwy 165/Veterans Memorial Dr. 0.2	

76.8	 ↱ Turn right onto Depot St 0.1	

76.9	
 

STOP Tellico Grains Bakery 0.0	
	

	
Tellico	Plains	is	a	good	place	to	stop	for	some	food.		We	recommend	the	Tellico	Grains	Bakery	for	
great	sandwiches.			
76.9	 ↑ Head west toward Old State Hwy 165/Veterans Memorial Dr. 0.3	
77.2	 ↑ Continue onto Herford St (directly across the Skyway) 0.1	

77.3	
 

STOP Cherohala Skyway Visitors Center 0.1	
	
Don’t	forget	to	visit	the	Cherohala	Skyway	visitor	center	or	the	Charles	Hall	Museum	if	you	have	
time.	
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Total	
miles	 Turn		 Directions	

	Leg	
Miles	

77.4	 ↰ Turn left onto Cherohala Skyway 0.8	
78.2	 ↰ Turn left onto TN-360 N/Ballplay Rd 10.3	
88.5	 ↱ Turn right to stay on TN-360 N 10.9	

	

99.4	 ↑ 
Fort Loudon Rd (Optional Stop 2 turn right on Fort Loudon 
Rd) 0.9	
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The	Fort	Loudoun	visitor	center	at	the	end	of	Fort	Loudon	Rd	has	toilet	facilities	as	well	as	water	
and	a	large	picnic	area.		This	option	will	also	take	at	least	30-45	min	to	investigate	the	colonial	
fort.		Additional	mileage	not	accounted	for	in	total.	
	
Total	
miles	 Turn		 Directions	

	Leg	
Miles	

100.3	 ↱ Turn right onto US-411 N 2.7	
103.0	 ↱ Turn right onto TN-72 E 9.0	
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112.0	 ↱ Turn right onto US-129 S at Punkin Center 22.1	
134.1	 ↰ Turn left onto NC-28 S (At Deals Gap) 8.9	
143.0	 ↱ Fontana Village on right-END OF TOUR 		

 
Note:	Final	part	of	route	will	take	you	through	the	“Tail	of	the	Dragon”	from	west	to	east-enjoy! 


